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Celebration set for retired sociology professor
During his 39 years at Grand Valley, Don
Williams, who retired at the end of the fall
semester, has put into practice the ideals and
values of the university through his teaching
as well as leadership in the Department of
Sociology, the university and the community.
A party to celebrate his achievements and
retirement will be held on Tuesday, March
18, from 3-5 p.m. in Kirkhof Center, rooms
215/216.
Grand Valley 's Board of Trustees recently
approved the recommendation for Williams to
continue his relationship with the university as
professor emeritus of sociology.
"Simply put, Don Williams is a genuinely
fine human being and one who has been committed to his colleagues and university and to
social justice," said Marshall Battani , chair of
sociology.
These are added to a long line of distinctions
awarded during his years of service to Grand
Valley. At the 20th Annual Presidents ' Ball,

Williams was honored as the
2006 recipient of the Student
Award for Faculty Excellence.
He was the recipient of the 1998
Outstanding Sociology Faculty
Award from the Alpha Kappa
Delta Sociology Honor Society of
Grand Valley, and has participated
in events from carrying the mace
at commencement to participating
in Make a Difference Day.
As a former chair of the sociology department, a teacher and
long-standing administrator of the
File photo
Freshman Experieri~- , Williams
Retired
sociology
professor
Don
Williams
was
named
prohas guided countk~~ students
fessor emeritus. A party to celebrate his accomplishments
through their college years.
will be held March 18 in the Kirkhof Center.
Throughout his Grand Valley
accessible, challenging, productive and ethical
tenure, Battani said Williams
academic environment. Williams has also been
has stressed self-reflection and exploration as
involved in a number programs centered on
much as technical knowledge, and encouraged
education and on social justice, has researched
students to study abroad .
racial segregation in Grand Rapids cemeteries and spent time mentoring a Grand Rapids
Through his dedication to the Faculty Senate,
elementary student.
Williams has worked to create and maintain an
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Across Campus
Board OKs room and board increase,
approves parking lot purchase

Board members also approved the purchase of property across from the
Cook-De Vos Center for Health Sciences in downtown Grand Rapids.
The property, at Lafayette and Crescent streets, is .88 acres and was
owned by Bethlehem Church. The property, used as a parking lot by the
church, was purchased for $2.7 million and will provide 103 additional
parking spaces for faculty and staff members at CHS.

The Grand Valley Board of Trustees
approved a 4.14 percent increase for
room and board rates for 2008-09 at
the February 29 meeting.
The double occupancy rate with a 13to 15-week meal plan will increase by
$336 to $7,384 a year, up from $7,048
last year. Brian Copeland, assistant vice president for Business and
Finance, said the increase is consistent
with past years . Last year, room and
board costs increased 4.23 percent.
The total number of beds available on
campus, including the new Neimeyer
Honors College, is 5,460. Copeland
said Grand Valley's costs are in line

GRANDVALLEY
STATE UNIVERSITY

with other Michigan public universities. The average cost of room and
board at other state universities is $7,024.

Haas to chair Presidents Council
President Thomas J. Haas has been elected as the chair of the Presidents
Council, State Universities of Michigan. The council serves as a forum
for the presidents and chancellors of Michigan 's 15 public universities to
discuss and frame positions on key higher education finance and policy
issues.
Photo by Amanda Pitts

Andy Beachnau, director of
housing, discusses housing
occupancy at the February 29
Board of Trustees meeting.

Based in Lansing, the primary mission of the Presidents Council is to

continues on page 2
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Across Campus
continued from page 1

Kent; and sister, Jean Emory of Evansv ille, Indiana. A posting on the
Farley F uneral Home Web site suggested memorial donations be made to
a local Hospice organization.

advocate higher education as a public good and to promote its collective
value in serving the public interest and the State of Michigan.

High school students participate
in racial unity conference

"In Michigan 's challenging economic times, the Presidents Council 's mission of articulati ng how our 15 public uni versities serve the public good
through educational , social, and economic development is more important
than ever before," Haas said.

Students from 10 area high
schools came together
in Allendale on March 4
for the first High School
Calling All Colors raci al
unity conference. Calling
All Colors, in its 11th
year, is a project of the
Lakeshore Ethnic Diversity
and is co-sponsored by
Hope College and Grand
Valley.

Haas begins his two-year term on July 1. He fo llows Oakland University
President Gary Russi in the post. For more information about the council ,
visit www.pcsum.org.

Pioneer psychology professor dies
Herbert Weldon Frase, age 89, of
Venice, F lorida, died February 18. A
Grand Valley pioneer facu lty member,
Frase was hired in May 1962 as a professor of psychology. He retired from
the university in May 1984 and was
granted emeritus status.

Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tu cke r

Nearly 150 students from
Holland High School students hold a banOttawa and Muskegon
ner during the Calling All Colors confercounty high schools parence on March 4.
ticipated in divers ity dialogues, activities, and presentations. The morning session featured presentations by students from
each school , sharing the success of action plans they designed at an earlier
conference at Hope College. The plans consist of strategies the students
designed for implementation over the school year to increase appreciation
for raci al diversity in their school.

Born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin , on
December 15, 1918, Frase was a World
War II Army veteran and a member of
the Lions Club in Allendale. He earned
a bachelor 's degree from the U ni versity
Herbert Weldon Frase
of Wisconsin, a master 's degree from
Northwestern University and a doctorate
from Michigan State University. After retirement he moved to Florida.
Surviving fam ily members include a daughter, Linda (Robert) Meyer of
Windermere, Florida; grandson, Mark Meyer of Windermere ; granddaughter, Katie (David) Dent of Cincinnati , Ohio ; great-granddaughter, Madison

Vice President for Inclusion and Equality Jeanne J. Arnold spoke at the
conference.

Across Campus continues on page 3
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GV Faces
David Cannon
Assistant Professor,
Accounting and Taxation
After informations systems consultant work at
NASA, you might not expect David Cannon to end
up at Grand Valley. But in 2000, Cannon had all but
hi s doctoral di ssertation finished and was ready to
begin his teaching career.
As assistant professor of Accounting and Taxation ,
he has a highly focused expertise in information
technology along with his teaching areas of accounting systems and internal auditing.
Cannon rece ived a doctorate in accounting from
Kent State Uni versity, earned an undergraduate
degree in accounting from the University of the State
of New York, and a master 's degree in taxation from
the State University of New York at Albany.
When interviewing for his position at Grand Valley,
Cannon said he was amazed at the prestige of the
accounting program. "Places offering what Grand
Valley has aren't to be ignored ," he said.
He continues to enjoy close working relationships
with students. " Other uni versities focus so much
on research and lose the connection with students,"
he said. " I like knowing I make a difference in a
student's life."

for the university community. Visit its Web
site at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine.
Grand Valley State University is an
affinnative aclion/equal opportunity institution.

Cannon has taken a proactive role in advancing the
student experience at Grand Valley. As a past chair

of the Graduate
Council he
works to
improve and
increase awareness about the
quality of Grand
Valley's graduate
education .
Over the past
year, Cannon has
also worked as
the campus coordinator to bring
David Cannon
a supplemental
program to the
accounting curriculum. Students from all majors now
have the opportunity to comp lete a program in internal auditing that has been ap proved by the Institute
of Internal Auditors .
"It was a lot of paperwork," said Cannon, laughing.
"But it was important to have our program recognized . Grand Valley is onl y the second school in
Michigan to offer it."
Cannon has earned the Worldwide Achievement
Award for the second highest score on the 2004
Certified Information Systems A uditor Exam as well
as the Certificate of Honor for hi s high score on the
2005 Certified Internal Auditor Exam.
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What 1 s Ahead
Information session
planned at Holland campus
Prospective students can get details about Grand
Valley's new degree completion program at the
Meijer Campus in Holland at an information
session on Monday, March 10, from 6-8 p.m.
Grand Valley has partnered with Grand Rapids
Community College to expand academic program offerings at its Meijer Campus in Holland
to help non-traditional students earn degrees.
Grand Valley is offering a flexible degree
completion program through the Department
of Liberal Studies beginning with the Fall 2008
semester. The program allows students to build
on what they have already completed, whether
at Grand Valley or any other accredited college
or university. It lets students build a unique
degree that suits their own interests.
GRCC will offer general education courses on
the Meijer Campus in Holland. The partnership will take advantage of existing consortium
arrangements to include financial aid, equivalent courses and concurrent enrollment.
For more information , visit www.degreeinholland.com, call 394-4848 or send an e-mail to
degreeinholland@gvsu.edu.

Lectures offer lighthearted
look at White House
The Hauenstein Center for Presidential
Studies will host H.W. Brands as a Scholar-inResidence March 10-12.

Brands, award-winning presidential historian,
wi ll give six different lectures at the Allendale
and Pew Grand Rapids campuses and the
Gerald R. Ford Museum that offer a lighthearted look at the American presidency. A complete
schedule is available on line at www.allpresidents.org.
There is no admission cost for students, staff
and faculty members, but RSVPs are required
by calling x12770. Cost per lecture for the public is $10.

Crutch master continues
Professionals of Color
lectures
Dance and media artist Bill Shannon, a crutch
master, continues the Professionals of Color
Lecture Series with a dynamic performance on
Wednesday, March 12, from 4-6 p.m. in the
Cook-DeWitt Center.
Shannon considers hi s work rooted in street
cultu re, yet informed by fine arts. He is widely
recognized in the dance/performance world,
the underground hip hop and club dance scene,
as well as the disabled artist community.
The presentation, sponsored by the Office of
Multicultural Affairs, is free and open to the
public. For more information, call x 12177.

Polar scientist discusses
global ice changes
A past president of the International
Glaciological Society and chair of the West

Antarctic Ice Sheet Initiative will speak at the
final Grand Valley International Polar Year
lecture.
"Discovery: The Warming & Waking of the
Polar Ice," will feature Robert Bindschadler,
a chief scientist of NASA's Hydrospheric and
Biospheric Sciences Laboratory, senior fellow
of the Goddard Space Flight Center and an
active Antarctic researcher for the past 25 years.
His lecture, on Thursday, March 13, at 7 p.m. in
the Loutit 102 Lecture Hall, is free and appropriate for adults and students in middle schoo l
through college. Refreshments will follow the
lecture. The event is sponsored by the Regional
Math and Science Center, College of Liberal
Arts and Sciences and the Michigan Space
Grant Consortium.
For more information visit www.gvs u.edu/ipy,
or call x 12267.

March Madness
hits Allendale
The No. 1 seeded Lakers men's basketball
team finished the regular season at 30-0 and is
participating in the GLIAC tournament. NCAA
March Madness will hit Allendale March 15 ,
16 and 18 with the winner moving on the Elite
Eight.
The Lakers hope to make back-to-back Elite
Eight appearances in their quest for a National
Championship. Tickets are available at the
Athletic Ticket Office located in the Fieldhouse.
Call x13200 for more information.

···-------------------------Across Campus
Campaign establishes
endowed chair for family
foundations
By reaching its $5 million fundraising goal, the
Dorothy A. Johnson Center for Philanthropy
and Nonprofit Leadership at Grand Valley has
accompli shed two firsts: it formally establi shed
the nation's first endowed chair focusing on
family philanthropy, and successfully completed
its largest endowment campaign.
Recognizing that family foundations pump
some $14 billion into the economy each year,
the Johnson Center will establish a permanent
chair to harness more effectively the tremendous power of the 36,700 charitable family
fo undations in the United States. The chair was
made possible thanks to a $1.5 million challenge from the Frey Foundation, which the
Johnson Center has now met by completing its
fundraising campaign.
The center has lau nched a national search for
the professor or nonprofit leader to fill the Frey
Foundation Chair in Fami ly Foundations and
Philanthropy.
"The number of fami ly fou ndations increased
22.3 percent between 2001 and 2005, according

to the Foundation Center," said Milt Rohwer,
president of the Frey Foundation. "Since the
$1.5 million challenge to the Johnson Center
was anno unced in April 2006, more than 4,000
new fami ly foundations have been created. This
only emphasizes their importance and their
potential impact on the nonprofits that serve so
many public needs."

Oldt honored by university,
business journal
Patricia Oldt may have moved on from her role
as one of Grand Valley 's vice presidents, but she
continues to earn a lot of notice in her current
role as professor and special projects director.
Oldt was this year's winner of Grand Valley's
Presidential Appreciation Award. The award
was presented during Grand Valley's annual
gala Presidents' Ball on February 1. The event
is planned each year by Grand Valley 's Student
Senate and hosted by the Student Senate president and the university president. It is traditionally one of the most highly attended student
events at Grand Valley.
Oldt was also selected by the Grand Rapids
Business Journal as one of its "50 Most
Influential Women in West Michigan." She

President Thomas J. Haas cheers as Patricia Oldt
accepts the Presidential Appreciation Award at
the February 1 Presidents' Ball.

was chosen for the list from more than 100
nominations from Kent, Ottawa and Muskegon
counties. The list was published in the March
3 issue, and she was honored at a luncheon on
March 5, along with other Grand Valley recipients Linda Chamberlain and Carol Lopucki.
The publication cited her lifelong commitment
to learning and her work at Grand Valley and as
superintendent of Northview Public Schools. "I
believe the greatest gift we can give a chi ld is to
empower that individual to know who he or she
is as a learner," she said.
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ALENDAR OF VENTS
General Events
Art Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m.

I :30 p.m.: Unlocking Zumberge Library:
Discovering the Resources Within. 305 JHZ.
Call x 13252 for more information.

by Caitlin Horrocks and Matt Mullins. AH.
Call xl8022 for more information.

Fri., March 14
Wed., March 12
Through March 21
Building Hours: Inuit Art Exhibit. PAD. Call
x 12515 for more information.

Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 167 LOH. Call
xl2204 for more information.

Through March 28

4 p.m.: Professionals of Color Lecture Series
presents Bill Shannon, crutch master. CDC.
Call xl2177 for more information.

Gallery Hours: Art Exhibit, "Shifting Scale."
1121 PAC. Call x12564 for more information.

7:30 p.m.: Writers Series presents Kellie Well s.
176 LMH. Call xl3601 for more information.

10 a.m.: Persistent Divides Symposium Keynote.
"Indigenous Politics in Latin America: From
Movements to Parties to Power," by Donna
Lee Van Cott. EC. Call xl3129 for more
information .
8 p.m.: Spring Dance Concert. LAT, PAC. Call
xl3484 for more information.

Sat., March 15
March 10-12

Thurs., March 13

Varied times: Hauenstein Center presents "The
Man in the White House" lectures by H.W.
Brands. See www.allpresidents.org for complete schedule. Call xl2770 to RSVP.

7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters. UClub
Room , DEV. Call xl 7337 for information.

Mon., March 10
4 p.m.: Reception for Uwe Maier. 215/216 KC.
Call xl3730 for more information.

11 a.m .: AWRI Seminar. "Observations and
Numerical Model Simulations of the Grand
River Plume in Lake Michigan ," by David
Schwab. Lake Michigan Center, Muskegon.
Call xl3749 for more information.
Noon: Community Reading Project. "The Glass
Castle" book discussion. 302C DEV. Call
x 18655 to register.

Tues., March 11

8 a.m.: Michigan History Day Region 4
Competition. KC. Call xl3325 for more information .
9 a.m.: Persistent Divides: Marginalization
and Exclusion in Latin America and the
Caribbean. DEV. Call xl3129 for more information .
8 p.m.: Spring Dance Concert. LAT, PAC.

Sun., March 16
2 p.m.: Spring Dance Concert. LAT, PAC.

5 p.m.: Campus Wellness presents Run With Us.
FH. Call xl3659 for more information.

1 p.m.: Human Resources Excellence Series.
"Dealing with Difficult People." 123 CHS.
Call x 122 I 5 for more information.

Noon: Arts at Noon Series presents Perugino
String Quartet. CDC. Call x 13484 for more
information.

4 p.m.: CLAS presents "The End of the
Republic," by Laura Betzig. 204 KC. Call
xl2423 for more information.

Noon : Community Reading Project. "The Glass
Castle" book discussion . 167 LOH. Call
x 18655 to register.

7 p.m.: Polar Science Lecture "The Warming
& Waking of the Polar Ice," by Robert
Bindschadler. 101 PAD. Call xl2515 for more
information .

9 a.m. : Women 's tennis hosts Lewis University.

7:30 p.m.: Writing Department presents readings

Noon: Men 's tennis hosts Lewis University.

Noon : GVSU Quilters. 104 KC. Call xl8125 for
more information.

3 p.m.: Artist-Faculty Series presents Perugino
String Quartet. Loosemore Auditorium , DEV.
Call xl3484 for more information.

Sports
Sun., March 16

---------------------------•••--------------------------Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News

Sketches

Political science faculty members Roger Moiles
and Erika King were guests on WOOD-TV's
"To the Point." Moiles was also interviewed by
WGVU-AM for a story about the presidential
election campaigns.

Ben Lockerd , professor of English, gave a presentation, "Images of Mechanistic Darwini sm
in T. S. Eliot's Poetry," at the Louisville
Conference on Literature and Culture since 1900.

Teresa Castelao-Lawless, professor of philosophy, was interviewed for the cultural and
academic supplement A Tarde , a Brazilian newspaper.

Dan Balfour, professor of public and nonprofit
administration, was appointed to the boards
of directors for the American-Nepali Student
and Women 's Relief and the Grand Rapids
Wheelchair Sports Association.

Peter A. Letzmann, adjunct instructor of public
and nonprofit administration , was interviewed by
the Detroit News and Detroit Free Press about
the Detroit mayor 's legal issues.

Valerie Rhodes-Sorrelle, buying specialist, wrote an article, "Leed & Leadership:
A Commitment to LEED," published in
Educational Procurement Journal. She is the

president of the Michigan Region for NAEP and
was nominated as a candidate for second vice
president nationally.

Michelle Burke, associate director of Student
Life, was elected regional director at the
National Convention of the Omicron Delta
Kappa National Leadership Honor Society.
Burke will supervise the progress of ODK in the
central region . She is also the faculty secretary
of the GVSU Circle of ODK.

